
1

ALWAYS 
     FORWARD

December 2022. Volume 9, Issue 7

Board of  Trustees 

President: 
          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
VP Programs/Hospitality: 
          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 
          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

  Arlane Sponaugle 
MaryLou Purello 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 
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December 
• Mon. Dec. 5 - Christmas Party & Recommitment Ceremony 
• Thurs. Dec. 8 - Solemnity of  the Immaculate Conception of  the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
• Fri. Dec. 9 - Exposition and Benediction following the 8:30 am Mass 
• Mon. Dec. 12 - Our Lady of  Guadalupe 
• Tues. Dec. 13 - Vespers (6:30 pm), Mass (7:00 pm), Exposition and 

Benediction following Mass 
• Sun. Dec. 25 - Christmas 
• Jan. 12-15, 2023 - Serra Rally - Irving TX. 
• Jan. 2023 - Vocation Prayer Contest winners announced 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Hear ye! Hear ye! 

Seminarian Christmas Gift Cards 

This is one of  our longest standing and well supported annual 

endeavors. Your monetary donations will be converted into 
Amazon gift cards for the seminarians from our area parishes. 

Checks can be sent to Jim & Jennifer Stevens at 1303 Royal Sands 
Ln, 77345 or will be collected at the Christmas Party on Dec. 5. 

Thanksgiving Dinner for the Shalom Center was indeed a feast 
thanks to the combined efforts of 14 members/couples from our 
Club. Dan Kidd, the kitchen staff, and the residents send their 
sincere appreciation.   
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLIN 

Fr. Felix

Be Not Afraid 

With thanksgiving celebra1ons over, the focus has shi6ed to Christmas. Many 
Chris1an radio sta1ons are already playing Christmas songs on their sta1ons, 
while TV sta1ons now include Christmas jingles in their adver1sements. 
However, before we celebrate Christmas, let us take our 1me to prepare for 
his coming. The church has provided us with four weeks of Advent season to 
prepare spiritually for Christmas. This year we are blessed to have a full 4-
week season of Advent. The message of Advent is a message of hope, love, 
joy, and peace. Our hope in eternity with God comes from God’s love which 
brings us joy that leads to the peace that no one else can give. This message is 
what we need every day so that we can live in the service of God’s people. St. 
John the Bap1st, St. Joseph, and our Blessed Mother were perfect models of 
advent. They sought the will of God for them and carried it out joyfully and 
humbly. 

Jesus Christ is the reason for our joy. When prepara1on for Christmas is 
devoid of Christ, it could lead to stress and fear. That is why it is so important 
to remember the reason for the season. When Joseph was told that Mary was 
with a child, he felt confused and afraid. The angel of the Lord said to him, 
“Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has 
conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit” (MaPhew 1:20). Joseph accepted 
the words of the angel, and he took care of Mary and the baby Jesus. It was 
not only Joseph who was afraid, Mary was also afraid when he heard the 
gree1ng of the angel. She was told not to be afraid. She listened and accepted 
the angel’s message, and she conceived in her womb the savior of the world 
(Luke 1:30). The Shepherds were also afraid when the angel told them of the 
birth of Jesus. Again, the angel calmed their fears because a savior was born 
for them (Luke 2:10). When we focus on the reason for the season, Jesus 
Christ, we hear God speak to us too not to be afraid but to trust in his 
providence. May the birth of Christ dispel the fear that wants to paralyze us 
and bring us courage that helps us to share the joy of the Lord with others.  

Wishing you all a blessed and Merry Christmas!! 



4

MONTHLY MEETING 

Claire McMullin, from the Archdiocese Office of Vocations, focuses her time on the Ministry of 
Collaboration and Formation. She is an educator, experienced evangelizer, and spiritual director. 
She shared an Advent reflection on the Joyful Mysteries and how the Advent season teaches us the 
blessings of anticipation. 
Advent is the beginning of a new year in the Church, a time of waiting, and a time when we are 
called to a pilgrimage of preparation. We reflect on the three comings of Jesus: his birth, his 
presence in and to us right now, and his final coming on the day of judgment. Being present in the 
moment can be very difficult as our thoughts tend to swirl to past and future concerns. Advent 
invites us to rest in Our Lord and to be present with him. Our blessed Mother teaches us how to 
move through this season with joy, hope, and patience. She has a docile spirit, open to the Lord, but 
with us she is firm and determined to get us to listen to her son. “The Joyful Mysteries are an 
excellent way for us to pray with the Blessed Mother” and to use her example of how to wait well.”  
Tony Benvegnu read the 1st Joyful Mystery, the Annunciation, which “is a beautiful vocation story” 
Claire uses when she speaks to young adults about their vocational call. She invited us to meditate 
on how the Lord gave Mary a grace-filled invitation to cooperate with him. In this we see that 
“oftentimes in the waiting, the Lord is doing something great, utilizing us to bring about something 
great.” Claire suggested that we ponder in our hearts Mary’s trust, humility and the truth that nothing 
is impossible for God. Like he does for us, the Lord met Mary where she was at, in her hesitation 
and confusion. His angel assures Mary, and us, to “fear not.” In perfect humility, Mary responds, 
“Behold, I am the hand maid of the Lord.” Do we respond to God’s invitations with humility? She 
answered yes without knowing any of the details. Like Mary, we are called to be someone that can 
be utilized by the Lord shriving to overcome our obstacles of pride and self-sufficiency. Mary’s yes 
arises from her faith in God’s wisdom and goodness. She knows that he will fulfill his promise to her, 
so she doesn’t have to figure it out on her own. “Advent is a time to remember that we too don’t 
have to figure it all out, and we don’t have to do everything right now. There is a pause in the 
waiting, a peacefulness that we are invited into.” Mary exemplifies an interior receptivity. She 
teaches us how to receive from the Lord in a spirit of meditation and surrender. Like Mary, through a 
vibrant interior prayer life, we can come to know who God is, that he is trustworthy, and then we can 
respond with obedience when God calls us. 
Charles Menard read the 2nd Joyful Mystery, the Visitation, which is a bold outward confirmation of 
the Lord’s call to Mary. Elizabeth prophetically recognized Mary as the Mother of our Lord and 
confirmed that Mary’s trust in the Lord is rewarded by his divine blessing. Mary’s hasty departure to 
help Elizabeth shows us that the grace of charity she received at Jesus’s conception was meant for 
others. “Mary makes an offering of herself.” She serves as a natural conduit of God’s love and 
presence. This is an Advent challenge for us; as we foster a deeper interior prayer life, we are 
blessed with a closer relationship with God, and this necessarily opens us to a growing desire to 
help others. Mary’s response to Elizabeth’s joy is the Magnificat which is a song of the heart, read 
by Meris Bridger. “Mary is so very clear on who 
she is, who God is, and who she is not.” We are all creatures created in love by 
our creator. She does not try to take the place of God, like Eve in the Garden. This 
is an Advent goal. “She responds in awe over all that is happening, all that she has 
been invited into.” Do we respond in the same manner? Mary teaches us how to 
approach God with a spirit of humility that finds expression in gratitude, right praise, 
appropriate piety, and awe. “This helps us make space for Christ at Christmas and 
to be available to whatever new birth he want to bring about to others through us 
and in our own lives.”
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December Guests

Cultural Experience

John & Pat Bush, Sister Marillac, and Nick Quinn accompanied residents from the 
Shalom Center to the African Festival and Mass presided over by Cardinal 
DiNardo. The music, dancing, and food were out of this “country”. 

Margaret Berkovsky with 
guest Annette Canales of St. 

Martha.


Bob & Arlane Sponaugle with guests Frank & Barb 
Isom and Angel & Doug Landgrover of St. Martha.

Robin & Donna Rueby with Jean 
Teyssot, St. Mary Magdalene, and

Julie Mendoza, St. Leo the Great. 

From Pat Bush: The amazing event/Mass was held at St. Cyril of Alexandria. We 
arrived about 1:30-2 and Mass started at 3. Sr. Marillac made sure we sat in the front 
(3rd row center) so we could see! People from all the countries of Africa were there, 
each in their countries' native costumes. The choir was huge with drums and other 
instruments. They sang in so many different languages, including Latin!  Bringing in 
the New Testament was a ritual in itself with bare-footed women sweeping the aisle 
with native brooms to prepare the way. Then men followed with metal and wood 
instruments. 

As always Cardinal DiNardo was so wonderful. This was the 3rd annual festival. I had 
no idea!  He gave an excellent homily and participated in all the singing of every 
song!  Fr. Felix was also present. 

As it was getting late Nick felt we shouldn't stay for the dancing and food and should 
head home and feed everyone closer to home.  
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

During the Advent season of waiting for the coming of our Lord, there is 

always a busyness, and we are all in a hurry to get ready for Christmas. I 

would like to suggest that we slow down and take this time to celebrate the 

many blessing in our life. The blessings are from our Lord, and we can 

celebrate the season with prayer and thanksgiving. Our priests are very busy 

during Advent with penance services and the seminarians are finishing up the 

fall semester. This is a perfect time to say an extra prayer for them during the 

Advent and Christmas Season. There was an excellent story on discernment 

and discovery of vocational life in the most recent Texas Catholic Herald. 

Laura Hoffman talked about her involvement with the Samuel Group both at 

Texas A&M and in Houston and how it “gave me the tools to discern the next 

step in my life and every step since”. Father Richard McNeille believes 

Samuel Group is critical to helping form young people in the faith as much as 

vocational discernment to the priesthood, religious, married, or single life. 

The Samuel Group December meeting will focus on discernment, I am sure 

they could use extra prayers as they discern their vocations. 

 We have our Christmas Party and recommitment ceremony this month and I 

would like to thank all our Serrans for their dedication to support the 

vocations of young men and women in Galveston-Houston. St. Martha is 

blessed and chooses to share their blessings with others through Sharing 

Sunday. We can also take this time to share with our neighbor or friend who 

might need to be lifted up during the season.  During this Advent and 

Christmas Season I pray you will be filled with joy and peace. “May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

Merry Christmas to All
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From St. Leo the Great

 From the Archdiocesan Office of Vocational Discernment -  
Father Richard’s 40 Birthday 

Surprise!
Fr. Richard was totally surprised by 
the party planned by his staff and 
held at the cafeteria at St. Mary’ 

Seminary. His parents attended and 
his mother shared a few heart-felt 

words. 
Thanks to Eileen and Diddy for 
turning functionality into party 

spectacular. 
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 December Birthdays 

6 - Joelma Regis, Office of  Vocation 
8 - Dcn. J. Serrato, Seminarian 
12 - Sr. Julianne Sandoval, Assist. Director, St. 
Martha Kitchen 
14 - Sem. David Ramirez 
16 - Tom Angelino, Jack Ward 
17 - Bruce Farmer 
18 - Fr. David Angelino, St. Theresa 
22 - Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
27 - Dcn. James Meshell

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 

• Fr. Richard’s safe trip to France and Rome. 
• Father Wayne Ly who will be gone until at 

least January. Letters, cards, and other 
correspondence can be dropped off  at the 
church office and will be forwarded to him. 

• Lisa Field who is slowly recovering from the 
flu.  

In Thanksgiving 
   For the Lynn Lucas’s talent with SignUp Genius

	 God willing, the following men and their wives will be ordained in February 2023 
Please pray for them


	 	 February 17 - Alejando & Susie Aramburu - St. Mary Magdalene

	 	 	            Rogelio & Reyna Mendez - St. Dominic

	 	 February 18 - Ruben & Maria Mendoza - St. Leo the Great

	 	 	            Andres & Oralia Rendon - St. Leo the Great

	 	                        Doug & Melia Reed - St. Martha


S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, through the 
intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase 

of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

December Ordination Anniversaries 
• 12 - Fr. Ralph Roberts, St. Martha 
• 21 - Rev. Msgr. Chester Borski, St. Mary’s 

Seminary  
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Serra USA - 2023 Rally

Plan to attend In Nearby Irving Texas
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For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Pope Francis’ Intentions for December: 

Volunteer non-profit Organizations 
committed to human development. 

  
May they find people dedicated to the common 

good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 
international cooperation.

Sister Thomas Aquinas graciously 
invites us to join her and her 

Dominican Sisters for their public 
Evening Prayer and Rosary 
every Sunday at 5:00 PM. 

7715 Shadyvilla Lane, Houston

 

May the light of the Advent Season lead you into the joy of Christmas 

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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